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Hank the Cowdog:  
The Curse of the Incredible Priceless Corncob 

Educational Materials 
 

Adapted for the stage by Larry and Vicki Patton  
and John Erickson 

Music and Lyrics by John Erickson 
Based on the Hank the Cowdog  series of books by John Erickson 
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TEACHERS – 

 
 

Thank you for inviting us to your school!  We hope 
these supplemental materials will help you integrate our 

visit into your classroom curriculum.  We’ve included a number of 
activities and resources to help broaden your students’ experience. 

Please make sure that each teacher that will be attending the play has a 
copy of these materials as they prepare to see the show. 

Recent studies prove that integrating the arts into education  
 enhances a student's development and perf ormance.  

Students learning through the arts are more able to think at a higher level, 
collaborate with their peers,  

and score higher on standardized tests.  
Before we arrive, please take some time to talk with your students about what to expect.  Going to 
a live play is an experience unlike any other, and many students are more familiar with going to the 
movies or sporting events.  Please help them prepare for what they’ll see and how they should act.    
 

Here are some things to think about:   
�x How is a play different from a movie or a television show? 
�x How is a play different from real life? 
�x Can the actors see and hear the audience?   
�x Which of the following is appropriate behavior for a theater audience?  Clapping, talking, 

eating, laughing, running, leaving during the performance.   
�x Ask students who have seen a play before to talk about what it’s like to be in the audience.   

 
 

Have students write letters or draw pictures to the cast of Hank 
the Cowdog with their thoughts and comments on the 

production. All correspondence should be sent to: 
 

SCHOOL BOOKINGS 
Main Street Theater 

4617 Montrose Boulevard, Suite 100 
Houston, Texas 77006 
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APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE 

 
This production of  

 
Hank the Cowdog:  

The Curse of the Incredible Priceless Corncob 
 

 would not be possible without the generous support of the 
following – 

 
 
 

 
AND 

 
 

Main Street Theater is funded in part by grants from the City of Houston 
through the Houston Arts Alliance as well as Bank of America, The Brown 

Foundation, Continental Airlines, Copy.com, The Cullen Trust for the 
Performing Arts, the George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation, the 

Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation, The Hoglund Foundation, The 
Humphreys Foundation, the Houston Chronicle, Houston Endowment, The 

Charles & Betti Saunders Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, The Simmons 
Foundation, Target, Texas Commission on the Arts and The Wortham 

Foundation. Additional support is provided by BBVA Compass, KUHF 88.7 FM, 
the Kinder Morgan Foundation and LIATIS Foundation. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Hank the Cowdog believes he is the “Head of Ranch Security”. Why does he think that? Why do 
dogs feel it is their job to protect people or their home? Discuss with your students how many of 
them have or had a dog. How did their dog act? Were they territorial? Did they bark at people that 
knocked on their door or walked by their house? 
 
Hank believes that a “silver monster bird” swooped down on the ranch? What is he referring to? 
 
Drover, Hank’s partner, is afraid of everything. Ask your students what they are afraid of? What do 
they do when they are afraid?  
 
Hank describes Pete, the barn cat, as sneaky and a cheater. Why do cats have a reputation for 
being sneaky? Discuss with your students how many of them have or had a cat? How are cats and 
dogs different?  
 
Sally May gives Hank a corn cob to eat. Hank says that dogs don’t eat corn cobs. What do they 
eat? Are there things that dogs should not eat? What do cats eat? 
 
As Hank is looking for Drover he runs into Madame Moonshine, an owl. Where do owls live? She 
tells Hank that she doesn’t have any fingers. What do owls look like? Are they like other birds? 
 
When Rip and Snort, the coyote brothers, try to turn Hank and Drover into dinner, Hank escapes 
and leaves Drover to fend for himself. He says, “When you’ve got wealth, you can always buy new 
friends. Can’t you…?” Discuss with your students about friendship. Should Hank have left Drover 
to protect the corncob? Does wealth solve all your problems? Can wealth cause problems? Is 
being rich more important than having friends? 
 
Hank thought that by becoming rich and leaving the ranch that life might be better. Alas, what he 
found was that the “grass is not always greener”. Discuss with your students what that expression 
means? Have they ever thought that if they only went somewhere or got something that things 
would be better only to find that it wasn’t? Share 
some examples. 
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CHARACTERS 
 
Hank: Hank is the narrator of the story. He claims to be a "purebred cowdog" but is actually a mutt. 
He thinks he is the “head of ranch security” and conducts nightly patrols. Hank gets himself into a 
lot of problems because he thinks he is so smart. 
 
Drover: Drover is a younger dog who lives on the ranch with Hank. Hank refers to him as his 
assistant, or as a "little mutt" when Hank is angry with him. Unlike Hank, Drover has no delusions 
of grandeur and enjoys spending most his time simply being a dog. Drover also spends a great 
deal of time (16 hours a day according to Hank) sleeping. He is also timid, and frequently avoids 
"the call of duty" by pretending to have a bad leg.  
 
Sally May: Sally May is the wife of High Loper and the mother of Little Alfred and little Molly. Pete 
the Barn Cat is her pet and she is affectionate towards both him and Drover. She dislikes Hank 
and frequently gets angry at him for messing up the house or fighting with Pete. Despite this Hank 
often seems to think that Sally May secretly respects him.  
 
Pete the Barn Cat: Hank's nemesis on the ranch. Pete is Sally May's pet and frequently uses this 
connection to his advantage in his petty clashes with Hank. Pete is much cleverer than Hank and 
usually manages to outwit him, although Hank usually relates these stories differently. Many of 
Hank's adventures are initiated by an embarrassing incident where he has been tricked by Pete. 
 
Rip and Snort: The coyote brothers who have a grudge against Hank. They are vicious and 
strong, but not very smart, and Hank manages to escape from sticky situations involving them by 
tricking them. 
 
Scraunch: An old coyote who hates Hank probably even more than Rip and Snort. He is Missy's 
brother. 
 
Missy Coyote: A coyote likes Hank. He likes her too but knows that they cannot be together as his 
place is on the ranch and hers is in the coyote village. 
 
Madam Moonshine: Madam Moonshine is an owl who sometimes helps Hank.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES/HISTORY 
 
What is a ranch? 
A ranch is an area of land used for raising grazing 
cattle or sheep for meat or wool. 
 
Discuss with your students what the roles of dogs are 
on a ranch. 
 
Who works on a ranch? What kinds of jobs are there on 
a ranch? 
 
Have the children draw a picture of what they think the 
ranch where Hank and Drover live look like. 
 
The ranch that Hank lives on is called the M-Cross ranch in the northern Texas Panhandle. Show 
your students a map of Texas. Have them locate the panhandle on the map. 
 
The major cities in the Panhandle are: Amarillo; Borger; Canyon; Dumas; Hereford; Pampa. Give 
the map attached in this packet to your students. Have them identify the major cities on the map. 
 
Ranching, ranches and cowboys are a big part of Texas and it’s history. The Spanish-Mexican 
Vaqueros were the first Texas Cowboys. One of the most famous was Francisco Garcia. He 
organized the first cattle drive during the American Revolution to bring food to the men fighting the 
British.  
 
Have your students research other famous Texas Cowboys. What were they known for? 
 
 

SCIENCE/MATH 
 

Have your students help you make some “Puppy Chow”. This is puppy human food! 
Teach them how to measure out all the ingredients. 
 
Puppy Chow 
1 stick of butter 
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 
1 cup peanut butter 
1 box Crispix cereal 
2 cups of powdered sugar 
 
Melt together butter, chocolate chips and peanut butter. Pour over the box of cereal in a bowl. Put 
sugar in a large bowl and add ingredients to coat. Serve in plastic bags. 
 

Or they can try at home some “Dog Bone & Ranch Security Badge Cookies” 
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2.5 cups all purpose flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp salt 
¾ cup shortening (part butter or margarine) 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla 
 
Mix together flour, baking powder, and salt. In a separate bowl, cream together shortening, sugar, 
eggs, and vanilla. Stir in the flour mixture until well blended. Form the dough into a ball and chill in 
the refrigerator at least one hour. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Place dough on a lightly floured 
surface and roll out to about 1/8 inch thickness. Cut with dog bone or star-shaped cookie cutters 
and place on ungreased cookie sheets. Bake 6 to 8 minutes. Makes 4 dozen cookies. 
 

LANGUAGE 
 
At the end of this packet is a word search. Have your students look for the words that are popular 
in Hank’s books. 
 
Enjoy some more of the Hank the Cowdog books. This is a condensed list. There are plenty to 
choose from! 
 

1. The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog 
2. The Further Adventures of Hank the Cowdog 
3. It's a Dog's Life 
4. Murder in the Middle Pasture 
5. Faded Love 
6. Let Sleeping Dogs Lie 
7. The Curse of the Incredible Priceless Corncob  
8. The Case of the One-Eyed Killer Stud Horse 
9. The Case of the Halloween Ghost 
10. Every Dog Has His Day 
11. Lost in the Dark Unchanted Forest 
12. The Case of the Fiddle Playing Fox 
13. The Wounded Buzzard of Christmas Eve 
14. Hank the Cowdog and Monkey Business 
15. The Case of the Missing Cat 
16. Lost in the Blinded Blizzard 
17. The Case of the Car-Barkaholic Dog 
18. The Case of the Hooking Bull 
19. The Case of the Midnight Rustler 
20. The Phantom in the Mirror 
21. The Case of the Vampire Cat 
22. The Case of the Double Bumblebee Sting 
23. Moonlight Madness 
24. The Case of the Black-Hooded Hangmans 
25. The Case of the Swirling Killer Tornado 
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DOG FACTS 
 
Hank the Cowdog is a dog! Help your students better understand how 
to be a good friend to a dog by discovering all kinds of interesting 
things about man's best friend.  
Did you know?? 

�x Dogs range in size from four-pound teacup poodles to the world's tallest dog, the 
Irish wolfhound, nearly 3 ft. tall!  

�x Smaller dogs tend to live longer than larger ones.  

�x There are more than 400 breeds of dogs.  

�x Experts say that dogs were bread to be friendly companions between 12,000 and 
25,000 years ago.  

�x Dogs are considered "omnivores," needing a diet of meat and vegetable to stay 
healthy.  

�x Dairy products, or foods containing dairy products, can make dogs sick.  

�x One dog sniffing another can be compared to people shaking hands with each 
other. 

�x Basenjis are the only dogs that don't bark. They yodel!  

�x A dog's nose can detect odors about a billion times better than humans can!  

Have your students bring in pictures of their dog. If they do not have a dog have 
them cut out a picture of the kind of dog they would like to own.  
Help your students make doggie bones out of construction paper. Have them write a 
few sentences about their favorite thing about dogs. Do they have a 
fun story to tell about a dog? 
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO PUT ON A PLAY?  
It takes many years of preparation before you see a show at our theater. Many, many people work 
to put all the parts of a play together.  The play you’re seeing today comes from the book Hank the 
Cowdog: the Curse of the Incredible Priceless Corncob written by author John R. Erickson who 
also wrote many other “Hank” books. The pictures in the book were drawn by the illustrator 
Gerald L. Holmes.  It was the idea of the playwrights, Vicki Patton, Larry Patton and John 
Erickson, to form the book into a play.  
 

About a year before MST’s production, the producer, Vivienne St. John, contacted the publisher 
of the book about the rights to perform the play. Once the publisher agreed, the production team 
was assembled.  
 

The director, Rebecca Udden, is the person who makes the decisions about who is in 
the play, how the play looks, and what themes are emphasized to the audience. Once 
rehearsals begin the director conveys the concept to the actors by giving them directions 
on their character development and by blocking their movements. 
 

The set designer, Jeff Lane, creates the world that is seen when you enter the theater. S/he 
decides whether there will be real furniture or pretend furniture (such as cubes or chairs). The set 
designer decides where all of the different locations will be on the stage.  
 

The costume designer, Troy Scheid, is the person who chooses what clothes the actors will wear 
to represent the concept of the play. The designer will sometimes shop for clothing or may build 
some costumes from scratch. S/he also works with the set designer to make sure that the actors’ 
clothing will not clash with the colors on the set. 
 

The props designer, Richard Solis, is the person who provides all of the handheld items used by 
the actors during the play.  This person either buys or builds everything that the actors might need 
to convey the story.   
 

The sound designer, Chris Bakos, creates or selects all of the sound effects and music for the 
play. The sound designer creates the noises that are heard when someone rings a doorbell, a dog 
barks offstage, or a telephone rings.  
  
 

The actors are the people who perform the play. They are real people who are pretending to be 
the different characters in the story. Actors are trained to play old people, young people and 
sometimes even animals. It’s their job to tell the story to the audience.   
 

The audience is part of the play too!  Without someone to hear the story, there would be no 
reason to tell it.  The actors want to get the audience to care about the characters, to laugh and 
cry, and applaud when the play is over. 
 
 
Have your students put on their own play. Have them choose a favorite book that they would like to 
act out. Form groups and have one person be the director, another the set designer, others the 
actors, etc. Have them use things they can find in the classroom or at home for their set and 
costumes. Have fun!!! 
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HANK WORD SEARCH 
Hank  

Drover 

Corncob 

Madam Moonshine 

Rip  

Snort 

Pete 

Ranch 

 


