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TEACHERS —

Welcome to Main Street’s Theater for Youth! We hope
these supplemental materials will help you integrate your field trip into
your classroom curriculum. We’'ve included a number of activities and

resources to help broaden your students’ experience. Please make sure
that each teacher that will be attending the play has a copy of these
materials as they prepare to see the show.

Recent studies prove that integrating the arts into education
enhances a student's development and performance.
Students learning through the arts are more able to think at a higher level,
collaborate with their peers,
and score higher on standa rdized tests.

Before we come to your school, please take some time to talk with your students
about what to expect. Going to a live play is an experience unlike any other, and
many students are more familiar with going to the movies or sporting events.
Please help them prepare for what they’ll see and how they should act.

Here are some things to think about:

X How is a play different from a movie or a television show?

x How is a play different from real life?

x Can the actors see and hear the audience?

x Which of the following is appropriate behavior for a theater audience?
Clapping, talking, eating, laughing, running, leaving during the performance.

X Ask students who have seen a play before to talk about what it's like to be in
the audience.

Wi Have students write letters to the cast of
.E Romeo and Juliet with their thoughts and comments on the
T production. All correspondence should be sent to:

L
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SYNOPSIS

This tragedy is fueled by the lorsganding feud between two prominent families of
Verona: theMontague’sand theCapulet's

Romeo, the only son of the Montagues, is persuaded by his friends to attend a masquerad
party at the Capulets' home in an effo take his mind off his hopeless love for the
unattainable Rosaline. In disguise, the Montagues “crash” the Capulet's party, where

Romee—upon seeing Julietforgets Rosaline completely and falls immediately in love
with the only daughter of his familyach rivals. After spending the evening declaring
their undying love for one another, the two are secretly married by Friar Lawrence.

The next day, Romeo quarrels with Juliet's cousin Tybalt, and Romeo's friend Mercutio is
killed. Romeo avenges his frid's death by killing Tybalt, for which he is banished from
Verona.

Juliet's parents, not knowing she has already married Romeo, plan a wedding for their
daughter to Count Paris. Juliet again turns to Friar Lawrence for help, and he devises a
plan that thg both believe will solve all their problems and reunite her with Romeo. Juliet
will take an elixir that will make her appear dead, and after her parents place her in the
family tomb, she can awake and escape to Mantu
to be with Romeo.

However, not knowng of this plan, Romeo returns
to Verona for his beloved Juliet, only to hear th
news that his beloved has died. Believing this to %
true, Romeo takes his own life beside his belove@™
Juliet, upon awakening, sees the dead Romeo
beside her and kills hire$f with his dagger. The
two families, facing the terrible price of their
grievances and their shared unimaginable grief|!
vow to end the feud.

Shakespeare in American Communities Play
Synopsis:  Romeo and Juliet
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ABOUT SHAKESPEARE

William Shakespearevas born on April 23, 1564 in Stratford
upon Avon. The third of eight children born to John and Mary

© (Arden) Shakespeare, William waslucated at the Stratford

& grammar schdo In an Elizabethan grammar schpol

#| Shakespeareould havebeentaughtLatin, Gre&k and Ancient

. history. On November 27, 1582, William married Anne

&' Hathaway, a womaeight years oldeiSix months laterm May

their first child was born, Susanna. Two years later twins were
born, Judith and Hamne§Sh&kespeare’s life can be divided
into 3 parts: the first twenty years in Stratfordshere he grew

up, married and becanaefather; the second twenfive years

when he became an actor and playwright; and the last five years that he lived in retiremen
back in StratfordShakespeare’s only soHamnet, died in 1596 and the following spring
William purchased “New Place”, the second largest home in Stratford. In 1611 he retired
to Stratford where he lived until his death in 1616 on his birthday, Apffl 28
completed 37 plays and 154 sonnetkiglifetime.

HISTORY OF THE PLAY

Romeo and Julietvas first performed at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London around
1594. It has been recorded that it was performed many times, making it one of the big
successes of the decade. It was first printeQuarto form (pockesized) in 1597 as An
Excellent conceited Tragedie of Romeo and Juliet. Because this printing was based or
someone’s memory of either being in the audience or in a small role in the production, it
was unreliable and therefore been dubbethad quarto.” In 1599, the Second Quarto,
entitled The Most Excellent and Lamentable Tragedie of Romeo and Juliet, was printed,
and it is the version that is used by scholars today. It is even thought to be the version tha
was taken from Shakespearei®n handwritten manuscript.

SHAKESPEARE'S SOURCES

Shakespeare did not invent the storyRaimeo and JulietArthur Brooks wrote a poem

that brought the story of Romeus and Juliet to its first Englisheaking audience. It was

an adaptation from othedaptations that spanned nearly a hundred years. The following is

taken directly fronwww.SparkNotes.com
Many of the details of Shakespeare’s plot are lifted directly from Brook’s poem,
including the meeting of Reeo and Juliet at the ball, their secret marriage,
Romeo’s fight with Tybalt, the sleeping potion, and the timing of the lover’s eventual
suicides. Such appropriation of other stories is characteristic of Shakespeare, who
often wrote plays based on earlworks.
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Fun Facts Did You Know...?

x Elizabethan theaters would raise a flag outside to indicate what the day's feature
would be: black for tragedy, red for history, white for comedy. This is how
managers evaded the law prohibiting theaters from adwegrtisi

x Scholars believe Shakespeare performed the following roles in his own plays: King
Duncan inMacbeth Adam inAs You Like [tKing Henry inHenry IV, and the
Ghost inHamlet

Shortest play: The Comedy of Errorfl,787 line$

Longest play: Hamlet (4,042 line$

Characters with most lines: Hamlet(1,569),Richard Il (1,161) and
lago fromOthello (1,117)

Plays with most rhyming lines: Love's Labour's Log62.2%) andA

MidsummerNight's Dream(43.4%)
Total words in Shakespeares works: 884,647
Total lines in Shakespeare's works: 118,406
Total speeches in Shakespeare's works: 31,959
Shakespeare's estimated vocabulary:  between 15,000 and 29,000 words

Main Street Theater’s Touring Production :

This adaptation

is performed by

six actors who

all play multiple
characters. The

play has been
shortened to one

hour and many scenes have been deleted. The costumes have been designed with the ne
for actors to make very quick changes from one character to the next. They are also
costunes suitable for a touring production. The set was constructed to make it easy to
adapt to many different locations. It also has to be lightweight and compaateintor

travel in a trailer and be set up by a few people. Log on to our website
http://www.mainstreettheater.com/youththeater/rand|.hamdi preview the costume and

set renérings before the show comes to you!
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SHAKESPEARE'S STAGING

In Shakespeare’s time people attended plays during the day, for there was no way to ligh
the stage effectively once the sun had set. Public
performance of plays theaters was a fairly new idea
at the time because the first permanent English theater
had been built less than twenty years before g
Shakespeare began writing his plays. Although the # .
shape of the theaters varied from square, circular, of :
octagon, all hd a stage that was simply a raisedf § i
platform in an open yard surrounded with tiers of==
galleries to accommodate the spectators. The stage W
covered with a roof, commonly called “The Heavens” s

While the roof protected the actors from the weather,

the atticspace could hold machinery, such as ropes and

pulleys to lower thrones to the stage or to hide the sound effects of thund&hes&cwas

no curtain in the front of the stage, which meant that scenes had to flow into each other,
and “dead bodies” had tee dragged off.

The costumes were based on the contemporary clothing styles of the time.

During the time Shakespeare wrote and acted, only three or four
professional companies performed in theaters just outside the limits of
London. These professial troupes employed only male actokthough

most of the roles in Shakespeare’s plays are male, the few parts of younger
female charactensereplayed by young boys. Men may have played some
female roles, especialthose of older, comedic women.

_ During Shakespeare’s time the play was usually not published until after
i LA the playwright died. This enabled the script to include all of the details that
‘“.“‘" happened on stage during the performances instead of the current scripts
which tell the actors what shouldppen. Actors were allowed to suggest
changes to dialogue and scenes and had much more freedom with their parts than they d
today.
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CHRONOLOGY OF SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS

1590- 15921 Henry VI
2 Henry Vi
3 Henry VI
1592—- 1593Richard Il
1593- 1594The Comedy of Errors
Titus Andronicus
The Taming of the Shrew
1594— 1595Two Gentlemen of Verona
Love’sLaborsLost
A Midsummer Night's Dream
Romeo and Juliet
1595- 1596Richard I
The Merchant of Venice
1596- 1597King John
1597- 15981 Henry IV
2 Henry IV
15981599 Much Ado About Nothing
Henry V
1599- 1600Julius Caesar
As You Like It
1600- 1601Twelfth Night
Hamlet
The Merry Wives of Windsor
1601- 1602Troilus and Cressida
1602—- 1603AllI's Well That Ends Well
1603- 1604Measure for Measure
1604— 16050thello
1605- 1606King Lear
Macbeth
1606— 1607Anthony and Cleopatra
1607- 1609 Coriolanus
Pericles
Timon of Athens
1609- 1610Cymbeline
1610-1611The Winter’'s Tale
The Tempest
1612—- 1613Henry VIII
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LIFE DURING SHAKESPEARE'S TIME

Food: the main part of the diet was bread. Manchet, a
~ | white bread, was the finest and most expensive, second
guality was Cheat and third was a simple brown bread.
| Cereals included frumentymade from boiled wheat,
~ | traditionally a sidedish to meat) wheat porridge and
' boiled oatmeal. In addition pies and tarts were popular as
well as cream and puddings made with milkshFwas a

o main staple as well especially durihgnt, Wednesdays
and Saturdayswhen*“fish days” where observed ando meat was consumed. The rich
were able to afford meat including lamb, pork, mutton, rabbit, hare, venison, beef, veal,
goose, chicken, pheasant, pigeon, partridge, heron, curlew and lark. The only meat the
poor could afford was salt pork. Fruit was cookedtead of eaten raw which was
considered to be unhealthy. Lots of herbs and spices were used in the c(ekioge of
Manchet loaves courtesy of historicfood.com)

BeveragesBeer was drunk more than anything although they also had (erdete from
appks) perry(made from pearsyvine, and spirits. Milk was not generally drunk and there
was no tea or coffee.

Hygiene:Full baths were not taken regularly but washing of the hands, face, teeth and feet
were done on a daily basis. The lack of regularibgtivas due to the inconvenience of
filling a tub with enough hot water. The wealthy used expensive soaps imported from
Venice and the middle class were able to make their own perfumed soaps. Teeth were
cleaned by rinsing the mouth with water and vinegat #hen —

rubbing them dry with a linen towel. Toegicks were used as
well. Hair was regularly combed and washed in perfumed wa
and sometimes treated to remove dirt and grease with a pa
Beards were groomed and lathered with soap before sha
with a razor.

Religion: Christianity was the religion in Elizabethan Englanc
Until the end of Henry VIII's reign England was also Catholic}
After the replacement of the King as the Head of the Church [0
England, Protestant or Anglican became the establigiigion.
Due to Henry VIII's anger at the Pope, Catholicism was banned during the time and
people practicing it could be persecuté®hoto of Henry VIII courtesy of luminarium.org)
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ELIZABETHAN ENGLISH
Shakespeare’s language can be difficult to undefdtareven the mostis
seasoned actor and mamgve toread the play over and over to get thi
full meaning. Some basic knowledge about his style helps to explaifi
why he is considered one of the most admired wordsmiths.

“Shakespeare’s vocabulary was immerisés estimated that he used £t
more than 20,000 root words in his plays, almost half of all the word 5
then existing in English. No writer before or since has so mastereds e ==
lexicon of his or her own tongue.
His plays contain thousands of precise allusiossme 70 trees, 75 flowers, 90

nautical terms, 125 fodiooted animals, 175 birds, and 250 mythological characters. He
guoted or cited from 42 books of the Bible (he was ecumenical; his citations include
references from 18 books of the Old Testamenf & New, and 6 from the Apocrypha!)
as well as from over 100 literary and historical works. His plays contain phrases, lines,
speeches, and sometimes whole scenes in French, Welsh, Latin, and Italian. No one in his
original audience could have und&ed, certainly not at one hearing, all the words in his
plays— and his plays were, consequently, written with that in mind. Indeed, many of the
obscure and difficult words in Shakespeare were meant to be obscure and difficult; they were
obscure and diifult in Shakespeare’s day as well as ours.”

-from Robert Cohen’écting in Shakespeare

TEACHER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

MAIN STREET THEATER FOR YOUTH — ROMEO AND JULIET —2009-2010 SEASON
4617 Montrose Blvd. Suite 100, Houston, TX 77006 — 713-524-9196X105-www.mainstreettheater.com



11

THE CHARACTERS (in MST’s adaptation)

Romeq@ a Montague. A young man of about sixteen, he is handsome, intelligent and
sensitive. He falls in lovevith Juliet, the daughter of his family’s enemy, the Capulets. He
is kinsman with Benvolio and great friends with Mercutio and Friar Laurence.

Juliet, a Capulet. A beautiful thirteen year old girl who has thought little about love and
marriage. She fallsn love with Romeo the son of her family’'s enemy, the Montagues.
Until they have a falling out at the end of the play, the Nurse is her closest and only
confidante and friend.

Lord Capulet Juliet’'s father. He is strict, harsh, not understanding althbedghuly loves
Juliet. He wants her to marry Paris who he feels is a “good” match.

Lady Capulet Juliet's mother. She married young and had Juliet around the age of
fourteen. She is an uninvolved mother and relies on the Nurse for support.

Lord Montague, Romeo’s father.

Paris, kinsman to the Prince. He cares about Juliet and wishes to marry her.

Prince Escalus Prince of Verona and kinsman of Mercutio and Paris. He wants to call a
truce and end the family feud.

Friar Laurence, a Franciscan monk of vena. He weds Romeo and Juliet hoping it will
unite both families. He is an expert in the use of mystical potions and herbs.

The Nurse she cared for Juliet during childhood and is her only confidante, almost a
mother to her. She wants Juliet to be happg becomes her intermediary with Romeo.
She is talkative.

Mercutio, a good friend of Romeo and kinsman to the Prince. He is quite hotheaded and
hates those who are fashionable and polite for social acceptance. He finds Romeo’s
romanticized ideas aboutve tiresome.

Friar John, a Franciscan friar who was supposed to tell Romeo about Juliet's false death
while he is in Mantua. He gets quarantined and never makes it to tell Romeo.

Benvolio Montague’s nephew, Romeo’s cousin and friend. He does not bkenge in

public places although Mercutio accuses him of having a temper in private. He spends
most of his time trying to get Romeo’s mind off of Rosaline even after Romeo has fallen
in love with Juliet.

Tybalt, Lady Capulet's nephew and Juliet’'s coudite is vain, fashionable and quick
tempered. He is quick to get into fights if he feelshesbeen insulted. He is very good
with a sword. He hates Montagues.
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Sampson & Gregorytwo Capulet servants who hate the Montagues. They provoke
some Montague mento a fight at the beginning of the play.

Abraham, Montague’s servant who fights with Sampson and Gregory.
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LITERATURE ELEMENTS —

DOMINANT THEMES
Love
The Relationship between Love and Death, Passion, and Violence/Revenge
The Conflict between Sagli Institutions and Inner Self/Arranged Marriages
Fate
Impulse

IMAGERY
Light and Dark

POINT OF VIEW
Third person objective

THE WELL - MADE OR FIVE —ACT STRUCTURE
l. Exposition.
The Exposition starts with the prologue and the first fight setting the atagtne
mood of the rivaling families. The prologue states that these two families have been
feuding for a long time and that two lovers will die because of it. The fight shows the
extent of the feud.

I. Rising Action or Complication.
The party where Romeoeasats Juliet and falls in love with her at first sight.

[ll.  Crisis or Further Complication and Entanglement.
The action continues to rise at the balcony scene where they profess their love for each
other. They decide to get married and plan it out. It consitli@ugh the marriage and
the separation.

IV. Falling Action or Climax
The climax is the carrying out of the Friar’'s plan. Juliet pretends to be dead, and Romeo
does not know it and commits suicide. The action begins to fall after Juliet commits
suicide afte finding Romeo dead. It continues as both families find their children dead.

V.  Denouement or Resolution
Escalus tells everyone that the deaths are the result of their feuds and everyone feels

guilty.
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STAGE TERMS

x Character a person, an animal or sonmeéis an object in a
play.
X Scene-a part of a play.
X Props— an object an actor uses in a play to help tell the play’s story.
X Set pieces- objects used in a play to help create different locations.
x Setting—the location or locations of the play.
X Stage direttons- instructions in a play for the director, performers, and the stage
crew that are usually printed in italics or enclosed in parentheses.
X Acting Area— the place within the performance space which the actor performs in
full view of the audience.
x Arena—type of stage where the audience is seated on at least two (but normally
three) sides of the stage.
x Audition — process where the director asks actors to show him what they can do.
Actors are usually asked to memorize a monologue from a play for th®aud
x Blackout— complete absence of lighting; no-stage lighting.
x Blacks— black clothing worn by stage management during performances; any black
drapes rigged to prevent the audience from seeing technical areas.
x Box Office— part of the theatre fromtf house where audience members by tickets.
x Call-the time when the actors are supposed to report to the theater for a rehearsa
or performance.
x Cast—the acting members of a play.
x Costumes- clothes worn by the actors onstage.
x Cue-the command given tine technical staff to perform a certain task.
x Curtain Call-the bows.
x Dark- the time frame when the theater is not producing plays.
x Director— the person responsible for directing the actors on what to do during the
performance; establishes the condepthe production.
x Flat—the walls used on the stage usually made out of lightweight wood and canvas.
x Green Room-the room that the actors use to wait to go on stage.
x House-the number of people attending the performance; the auditorium.
X Run-the segence of performances in the same production.
x Stage Left/Right left/right as seen from the actor’s point of view. Term used to tell
the actors where to move on stage.
x Technical Rehearsalusing the lights, sound, costumes for the first time in a
rehearal.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Geography:
x Students should be familiar with the geography of Europe, especially Italy. Display

and discuss the enclosed map of Italy. Students should note that the action of the
play takes place in Verona, yet Romeo is exiled tanMa. Students should
understand something of each city’'s characteristics (i.e., population, major
industries, governing bodies/families, etc.)

x Juliet’'s arranged marriage was central to the plot of the play. Have your students
locate societies that stilbbelieve in this tradition. What are their beliefs? Is it
acceptable to go against an arranged marriage? What are the consequences?

History:
x Discuss with your students the status of England in the 1500’s. Was England at

peace? What kind of ruler had Elosth been? What kinds of changes had taken
place after her death? Did this have an effect on Shakespeare’s writing? What kind
of ruler was James 1? What contributions did he make to England? How did his
patronage of Shakespeare’'s company affect the coatehthemes of his plays?
Discuss the effect James | and colonization on America. Discuss the class structure
of England at the time of James |1? Were there many poor? How might this have
affected the whole colonization movement? Why would a citizen choosmbark

on a journey of great risk to go to the new world?

x Have the students compare Shakespeare’s career with that of a modern day
playwright. What would an average day have been like for Shakespeare? What
mechanics would he have used to write and pterhis plays? What is an average
day for a playwright in the year 2020

Reading:

x Students should read and be familiar with the play.

x Discuss with youstudents the stage terms beldxplain to them the difference
between seeing a theatrical productaond watching a movie or TV. Would they
have preferred to see the play adapted as a movie or did they enjoy watching the live
actors? Did seeing the play acted out help them understand it? Encourage them to
use these terms when discussing the play.

x Discusswith them the use of language that Shakespeare used. Most of his lines are
written in poetry. Although they don't usually rhyme, they do have a set rhythm
called meter. To achieve the meter, Shakespeare arranges words so that the
syllables, which are stresd or said more loudly than others, fall in a regular
pattern: dah DUM dah DUM dah DUM dah DUM dah DUM. The pattern of one
unstressed syllable followed by a stressed one, dah DUM, is called an iamb. Each
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pattern is referred to as a foot. Because Shakespmses five iambic feet to a line,
this pattern is known as iambic pentameter.

In order for Shakespeare to maintain the set meter of most lines, he often structures
the lines differently than normal English speech. He may change the normal order of
words so that the stressed syllables fall in the appropriate place. For example, the
following sentence has no set meter:

This morning brings with is a glooming peace.
However, Shakespeare turns these words around a bit to maintain the meter:

A glooming peee this morning with it brings.

Because Shakespeare wrote over 400 years ago, he used words that are not commc
today. Among these are the personal prondhas (you), thine (your, yours)thee

(you) andthyself(yourself). He also uses verb endings @@ no longer in use. For
example hathis an old form of has aralt and older form of are.

X Have your students read the following passage out loud concentrating on the
rhythm.
O Romeo, Romeo,
Wherefore art thou Romeo?
Deny thy father and refuse thy ngme
Or if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love,
And I'll no longer be a Capulet.

Literature:
X Have your students do a character analysis. Use the attached- fafrRITING
PROCESS GUDE. Have them spend some time reflecting and citing who the
charactersre, their background, what madeem choose to make certain decisions,

etc.

x Discuss with your students the relevant themeRomeo and Julieand compare
them to current events. How many stories of hate, rivalry, revenge, love appear in
the newspaper and ondeision?

Comprehension:
X After each scene have students do journal entries summarizing what they have reac
in their own words. This will help them to decipher the language better.
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The Globe Theatre was built in London during Shakespeare’s timmuEage
students to create a replica or scale model of the Globe to further enhance
comprehension of the stages in the 1500s.

Drama:

X

Re-create the story in modern day language. Encourage students to improvise. Have
students alter the ending by intervemim the fated course of action. Where do
choices arise? Discuss with students the difference between fate, choice, and chance
both in the play and in performing itself.

POST PERFORMANCE DISCUSSION/ACTIVITIES

X

X

It is commonly said that it takes ten minufesthe ear to adjust to Shakespearean
language. What was your reaction to the language? Did you follow the story?

In this production, actors play many different roles. How do the actors and the director
manage to differentiate between these differentactars? How did the costumes help
you identify specific characters? ldentify some of the strategies you saw used, and
discuss whether they were effective.

Write a review of this production &omeo and JulieBe sure to include specific
information and gur own reactions to both the acting and the design elements (like set
and costumes). Explain what you liked about the production and what you disliked,
and support your opinions.

In Shakespeare’s time, women were not allowed to perform. Men would play th
parts of women. Identify in MST’s production where that happened. How did the
actor change to create the woman'’s role? Was it a stereotype of a woman or was it a
realistic portrayal? Did you ever forget that “she” was a man?

Have your students choose ithfavorite scene from the play. Have them choose
another era (possibly even modern day) and have themteeit. Choose a

production team and have them produce the scene for other classes. How do the
students respond to the director? How does the dire@derpret the author’s intent?
Discuss whether the director for MST’s production interpreted the script the way
Shakespeare intended.

Have a debate about arranged marriages. Is this something that Americans should
revert to? Try debating the issue aaragtters from the play.
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TYING IN THE “ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS”
(Guidelines provided by HISD)

After the performance the student shall be provided the opportunities to:
-recognize the major differences among poems, short stories, novels, plays and
nonfiction
-recognize the development of an overall theme in a literary work.
-use basic literary terminology.
-recognize relevant details.
-differentiate between fact and nonfact.
-make inferences and draw conclusions.
-evaluate and make judgments.
-perceive causand effect relationships.

REFERENCES
www.angelfire.com
www.bellmoremerrick.com
Random House Study Guides
www.SparkNotesom
Seaside Musi Theater
Karenswhimsy.com

Teachers:
Do you have activities or exercises to suggest for this play? We are always looking fof new
ideas to inspire students (and teachers). Send your suggestions to
vstjiohn@mainstreettheater.comand we wil share them with other teachers, or maybe
even include them in future study guides.
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THEATER ETIQUETTE

Cell Phones, Pagers and other electronic devicebould be switched off BEFORE the
performance. It is impolite and disruptive to the actors andtier audience members to
hear a ringing phone or a patron talking on the phone

No photography or video tapingof any kind is allowed during any performances. It is a
disturbance to the performers because photography generates noise which creates a
distraction both to audiences and performers. The sudden burst of flash photography blinds
vision and can endanger the life of the performers on stage. The only photography and
recording rights are reserved for archival purpose. It is also against our caitractu
arrangements with the publishers to allow videotaping and photography.

No food and drinks are allowed at any time during a performance. Munching and
crunching is considered rude and food crumbs, wrappers and soda cans cause a mess in tl
seats. This inades chewing gum and candy!

Keep feet, bags and patrons out of the aislesome directors use this space for actors
entrances and exits as well as a place to move scenery. It issvggrdus to block the
aisles.

Never throw anything on stageltems thown on stage can harm an actor.

Discussion and commentshat you have about the performance should be lieyboti
leave the auditoriumPlease remain quiet during the show. It is alright to react to the
performance but chatting that causes distracimhis considered rude.

Some audiencdsave the showwvhen it is nearing the end because they want to beat the
crowds that are exiting at the same time. It is very distrustful to the actors and the other
patrons for people to get up before the show is d¥ease stay seated until the very end.
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Romeo and Juliet

WRITING PROCESS GUIDE: WRITING ABOUT CHARACTER

NAME CLASS DATE

Prewriting . Choose one charactitom Romeo and Julieivhose personality interests you. Close your eyes and imagine the
character is before you. Fill in the chart below with as much information about the charactecas sgmaember. Go back to
the play for additional information.

Character:
WHAT OTHER
ACTIONS WORDS TYPE OF SPEECH CHARACTERS SAY
ABOUT HIM OR HER
1.
2.
3.

Writing. Read your notes carelyl Describe in detail the personality and special characteristics of the character you have
chosen. Be sure to support your statements with examples from the story.

Revising. Exchange papers with a classmate. Have your classmate read your paperyaauésoyou listen, make sure that
you have clearly described the character you have chosen. Check for examples from the stogndResiséor grammar,
punctuation, and spelling. Make a clean copy.
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