Junie B. Jones
ahd a Little Monkey Busihess

Educational Materials

Based on Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business
by Barbara Park

Book, Music and Lyrics by Joan Cushing
Directed by Mark Adams
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This production of
Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business
would not be possible without the generous support of the
following —
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PRODUCTION SPONSOR
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Bankof America '5;7

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR CURTAINS UP FUND

Main Street Theater is funded in part by grants from the City of Houston through
the Houston Arts Alliance as well as Bank of America, The Brown Foundation,
Continental Airlines, Copy.com, The Cullen Trust for the Performing Arts, the
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation, the Albert & Ethel Herzstein
Charitable Foundation, The Hoglund Foundation, The Humphreys Foundation,

the Houston Chronicle, Houston Endowment, The Charles & Betti Saunders
Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, The Simmons Foundation, Target, Texas
Commission on the Arts and The Wortham Foundation. Additional support is
provided by BBVA Compass, KUHF 88.7 FM, the Kinder Morgan Foundation and
LIATIS Foundation.
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TEACHERS —

~N

N

Welcome to Main Street's Theater for Youth (previously called Main Street Youth
Theater)! We hope these supplemental materials will help you integrate your field trip
into your classroom curriculum. We've included a number of activities and resources
to help broaden your students’ experience. Please make sure that each teacher that

will be attending the play has a copy of these materials as they prepare to see the

show.

Estimated Length of Show — 55 minutes

Recent studies prove that integrating the arts into education
enhances a student's development and performance.
Students learning through the arts are more able to think at a highe r level, collaborate with
their peers,
and score higher on standardized tests.

Before you come to the theater, please take some time to talk with your students about what to
expect. Going to a live play is an experience unlike any other, and many students are more familiar
with going to the movies or sporting events. Please help them prepare for what they’ll see and how

they should act.

Here are some things to think about:
X How is a play different from a movie or a television show?
X How is a play different from real life?
x Can the actors see and hear the audience?
x  Which of the following is appropriate behavior for a theater audience? Clapping, talking,
eating, laughing, running, leaving during the performance.
X Ask students who have seen a play before to talk about what it’s like to be in the audience.

- Have students write letters or draw pictures to the cast of
O Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business with their thoughts
_ ::E and comments on the production. All correspondence should be
sent to:
SCHOOL BOOKINGS
Main Street’s Theater for Youth
4617 Montrose Boulevard, Suite 100
Houston, Texas 77006
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HOW SHOULD | PREPARE MY STUDENTS FOR

A TRIP TO THE THEATER?

X

Read the book to your students or have them read it. The play is based on the
book with the same title.

Discuss the page on theater etiquette with your students. Remind them that it
can get very dark in the theater before the play and in between scenes.

Make sure your students use the restroom before they leave school or at the
theater before the performance. There will be actors running, dancing, and
moving furniture in the aisles during the show. It can be very dangerous to get up
to use the restroom during the performance. In addition, you may miss your
favorite part!

Talk about what kind of show they are coming to see. Junie B. Jones is a live
theatrical performance. Our stage is very close to the seats and students will be
very close to the actors performing. The actors are very friendly though so they
should not be afraid.

Junie B. Jones is a musical. This means that the actors will be singing to music.
Talk about how singing during a play helps to tell the story.

Talk to your students about imagination. People called actors perform in the play.
Six grown-up actors perform in Junie B. Jones, watch and see how they use their
voices and bodies to become young children or how they play different
characters.

After the performance, the actors will remain on stage and answer questions that
the students may have. Discuss with your students what a question is. While the
actors love to hear what a good time the students had or what part the like the
best, they LOVE to answer gquestions about the show, the book or being an actor.
Don’t forget to raise your hand!

/
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"When | w as in elementary school, | used to dream about having a baby sister.

In my dream, she would follow me around adoringly while | taught her
everything | knew. Then — when she got big enough — we would join forces to
overthrow my older brother, and the sister s would rule! Okay, fine. It was only

a dream. But when | decided to add a new member to Junie B.'s family, | was

surprised to learn that, unlike me, she wasn't happy about having a new baby

around at all. But what if it wasn't an ordinary baby? What if it was — a baby
monkey? Yes, of course! She'd love that. Come to think of it, | would have

loved it, too. My brother wouldn't have stood a chance." ©1993 Barbara Park

THE AUTHOR

Barbara Park was born in Mt. Holly, New Jersey. Her parents were a
merchant and a secretary. She received a B. S. from the University of
Alabama in 1969 and was married to Richard Park. She resides in
Phoenix Arizona with her husband and their golden retriever, Gracie and
has two grown sons, Steven and David. Ms. Park began writing as an
adult with her first book, Operation: Dump the Chump. Since then she has received
numerous awards including the Young Hoosier Award in 1985, the Milner Award in
1986, and Tennessee Children’s Choice Book Award in 1986 for Operation: Dump the
Chump, and The Library of Congress Book of the Year in 1987 for The Kid in the Red
Jacket. Buddies received the Parents’ Choice Award in 1985. Overall she has received
over 40 awards, including 25 Children’s Choice Awards.

Barbara Park says,” There are those who believe that the value of a children’s book
can be measured only in terms of the moral lessons it tries to impose or the perfect role
models it offers. Personally, | happen to think that a book is of extraordinary value if it
gives the reader nothing more than a smile or two. In fact, | happen to think that's
huge.

TEACHER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS - 2009-2010 SEASON
MST — THEATER FOR YOUTH - JUNIE B. JONES AND A LITTLE MONKEY BUSINESS
4617 Montrose Blvd. Suite 100, Houston, TX 77006 — 713-524-9196x101-www.mainstreettheater.com



Q & A with the author

Did you always want to be an author?
Nope! As a kid, | didn't have a clue. In college, | planned to teach high school history and
political science. | was hoping | co  uld make history seem a little funnier.

When did you first start writing?

Whenever I'm asked this question, I'm always tempted to fib a little. "Are you kidding?" -
want to say -"Why I've been writing stories since th e first day | held a pencil."  The tr uthis,
though, that as a kid | had absolutely no interest in writing at all . In fact, for me, a writing
assignment was more upsetting than finding out my mother was cooking liver and onions for
dinner. Still -even though | didn't love to write -l did enjoy school.

Anyway, I'm happy to report that in high school, | developed a love for reading that

continues to this day. And | think it was this love of reading that made me eventually t ry to
write a book of my own.  The first children's novel | wrote was call ed Operation: Dump The
Chump . | still remember sending it to New York and praying that whoever read it would be

in a really good mood and decide to give me a chance . And, after Dump The Chump was
rejected by three different publishers, the fourth one (Alfr ed A. Knopf, Inc.) said yes! |

love those people!

How long does it take you t0 write 3 book?

The time it takes to finish a book depends on the kind of story I'm writing. The Junie B.

Jones books rarely take more than a couple of months. But Mick Harte W as Here took
almost two years.

Do you have any children?

My husband and | have two sons, Steven and David, but they're not exactly "children”
anymore. They both live in Arizona. David is an attorney. And Steven is a U.S. Border
Patrol agent.

Have you ever thought about making a movie of Junie B.?

Over the years, there has been a lot of interest from movie companies about making a Junie
B. feature film. So far, I've been resisting. To me, the best place for Junie B. to live is in the
reader's imagination .

Do you talk like Junie B.?
Gee, | hope not. Unlike Junie B., I've had a lifetime to learn the rules of English. ;0)
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THE PERFORMANCE

People called actors perform in plays. Actors pretend to be the characters in a play. Sometin
a grownup plays the art of a child. And sometimes, one actor plays many different characters.

Six grownup actors perform the playunie B. Joneand A Little
Monkey Business Some play several roles. During the
performancewatch for the waysthe actors changtheir voices,
movements or costumes to become different charad@ans.you
tell which actors play more than one claea? Which characters
are they?

THEATER VOCABULARY

After the show, students will have the opportunity to ask the actors

guestions about the playhe book or the theater. They may use some of these terms ir
answering the questions. Share these terms and definitions with your class so they v
understand what the words mean.

Character a person, an animal or sometimes an object in a play.
Play— astory performed on a stage.

Props— an object an actor uses in a play to help tell the play’s story.
Set pieces- objects used in a play to help create different locations.
Setting— the location or locations of the play.

CHARACTERS

Below is a list of chaacters in the play. They should be familiar to your students if they have
read the book before seeing the play. If not, explain to them who each person is.

Junie B. Jones Her favorite phrase is “You dumb bunny.” Her favorite meal is pie for
dinner.Her best friends are That Gra and LucilleShe gets confused when her Grandma tells
her that her baby brother is “the cutest little monkey” and believes he really is a monkey.
Mom & Dad — Junie B’s parents. Theare havinga baby.

Grandpa & Grandma Miller —Junie Bstays with them when her brother is born. She loves to
visit them and help Grandpa with “odd jobs” like fixing the toilet.

Mrs. —Junie B’s teacher

The Boss of the Schoat Junie B’s Principal. He has a blue chair for students who are in
trouble Junie has been in the blue chair several times.

That Grace - She is the fastest runnierthe schoolnd one of Junie’s best friend&he has
newpink high toptennis shoes.

Lucille —One of Junie’s best friendShe is dittle princessShe is prim angroper.

Meanie Jim— One of Junie B’s classmates. He takes karate.

Crybaby William — One of Junie B’s classmates.
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO PUT ON A PLAY?

It takes many years of preparation before you see a show at our theater. Many, many people work to
put all the parts of a play together. The play you're seeing today comes from the book Click, Clack,
Moo: Cows That Type written by author Doreen Cronin who also wrote (among others)—Diary of a
Worm. The pictures in the book were drawn by the illustrator Betsy Lewin. It was the idea of the
playwright, James E. Grote, to form the book into a play. A man named, George Howe, is the
composer, and wrote all the music to go with the words.

About a year before MST’s production, the producer contacted the publisher of the book about the
rights to perform the play. Once the publisher agreed, the production team was assembled.

The director is the person who makes the decisions about who is in the play, how the play
looks, and what themes are emphasized to the audience. Once rehearsals begin the
director conveys the concept to the actors by giving them directions on their character
development and by blocking their movements.

The set designer creates the world that is seen when you enter the theater. S/he decides whether
there will be real furniture or pretend furniture (such as cubes or chairs). The set designer decides
where all of the different locations will be on the stage.

The costume designer is the person who chooses what clothes the actors will wear to represent the
concept of the play. The designer will sometimes shop for clothing or may build some costumes from

scratch. S/he also works with the set designer to make sure that the actors’ clothing will not clash with
the colors on the set.

The props designer is the person who provides all of the handheld items used by the actors during
the play. This person either buys or builds everything that the actors might need to convey the story.

The sound designer creates or selects all of the sound effects and music for the play. The sound
designer creates the noises that are heard when someone rings a doorbell, a dog barks offstage, or a
telephone rings.

The lighting designer decides how stage lighting will help tell the story. How can
color of lights complement the costumes and sets? Does the play require a scene
night? S/he will also decide when the lights should go out to cover up a scene
change or when they should stay on.

The actors are the people who perform the play. They are real people who are pretending to be the
different characters in the story. Actors are trained to play old people, young people and sometimes
even animals. It's their job to tell the story to the audience.

The audience is part of the play too! Without someone to hear the story, there would be no reason to
tell it. The actors want to get the audience to care about the characters, to laugh and cry, and
applaud when the play is over.
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Language/Reading

Students may wish to read and be familiar with several ofthee B. Jonesseriesof books
before attending the play. .

Bee”. Have your studentsst other figures of speech that they have heard.

Grammar-

Junie B. tends to talk in her own languags always getting the words right. Go through the
book and discuss with your students what words Junie B. says incorrectly and ¢
misunderstands.

Discussion-

Lucille, That Grace and Junie B. are best friends. Discuss with your students what fpendshi
Have each student write a sentence or a word describing something nice about eachrstuder
the classThen, let the students share thesth the classEach student will be able to go home
with a whole page of nice things about them. What a gragttovend the day!

In the story, Junie B. gets a new little brother. Discuss with your students how many of the
have brothers or sisters. How do they feel about being the youngest, the oldest or the mid
child. Do any of them have a brand new brothesisterAWhat was it like when the new bab
came home. Have them bripgtures of each member of their family and make a family tree.
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IMPORTANT ISSUES

Respecting Other People Junie B. is disrespectful to her teacher and gets sent to the
Principal’s office several times during her year in Kindergarten. She also calls her Grandmott
by her first name of Helen quite ofte®he also takes That Grace’s shoes and Lucille’s sweater.

Discuss with your students if it is okay to take other péspielongings. It is very important to
respect everyone. What are some ways Junie B. could show respect to the people in her |
Have your students share how they are respectful to their family and friends. Have yo
students name some figures (livingdead) that have taught us how to be respectful. How did
they do that? Martin Luther King (remembered recently on Janudty v8uld be a great

example.

Dealing with Feelings— Junie gets scared when she hears she is going to be habaligy a
brother. She also gets mad and angry at Meanie Jim a lot especially when she doesn’t kr
what to bring for show and tell.

When Junie B. gets angry at someone she calls them a “dumb bunny”. Calling someone nat
is hurtful. Discuss with your studenproper behavior. What is a better way to handle their
feelings when they are mad? If someone calls them a name, how does it make them feel?
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Art —

Junie B thinks that her brother is a monkey. Have the students draw pictures of how th
imagine hemight look. We would love to see some of them. Mail them to the cast!

Below are some of the costume renderings (or pictures of the costumes that the designer has
drawn). Have your students draw their own pictures of the characters. Would they Idak simi
or different? What colors would identify each character?
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Talk with your students about whiéis like to prepare for a new sister or brother. Or share this
art|cle with the parents in your class.

Preparing Your Child for a New Sibling

EThe arrival of a new baby can cause lots of sudden change in a family. Before the baby is
:born, parents typically spend a lot of attention and energy on preparations. After the baby
iarrives, much of the family's attention involves meeting the newborn's basic needs.

EAII this change can be hard for older siblings to handle. It's not uncommon for an older sibling
ito resent the newborn for grabbing the spotlight and to react to all this upheaval by acting
lout.

EThere are steps you can take to prepare your child for all this change. By discussing the
Epregnancy in terms that make sense to your child, taking care of some logistics, and including
iyour child in the care of the newborn, you can make the transition a little easier for the entire
ifamily.

:During Pregnancy

iThere is no one right or wrong way to tell your child about the new baby. There isn't any one
iright time to have that discussion, though the longer you give him or her to adjust to the
iconcept, the better.

It's a good idea to explain the pregnancy on your child' s terms. If your child is in preschool, for
Eexample, he or she may not grasp concepts of time, so it may not mean much if you tell your

ichild that the baby will arrive in 9 months. It may be more useful if you explain that the baby

iwill arrive in a particu  lar season, such as winter, when it's cold outside.

Elf your child shows more interest in the baby, you can do activities together to encourage that
linterest, such as:

X going through your child's baby pictures
X reading books about childbirth

X visiting friend s who have infants

X packing a bag for the hospital

X thinking of potential baby names

X going to the doctor to hear the baby's heartbeat

EYou may also want to find out about sibling birth classes, which many hospitals offer to

iprovide orientation for soon -to-be siblings. These classes can include lessons on how to hold a
ibaby, explanations of how a baby is born, and opportunities for your child to discuss his or her
Efeelings about having a new brother or sister.

:Planning for Childbirth

iAs your due date draws ne  ar, it's a good idea to make arrangements for your older child for
Ethe time that you're in the hospital. You may want to share these plans with your child, so he
ior she knows what to expect when the day arrives.

EYou may also want to plan to have your chi Id visit you in the hospital as soon as possible after
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Ethe baby is born. It's a good idea to do this when no other visitors are around to reinforce the
isense that he or she is an integral part of an intimate family event.

ETry to keep your child's routine as regular as possible in the days and weeks surrounding the
ibaby's arrival. If you plan to make any room shifts to accommodate the baby, do it a few

iweeks before the baby's expected due date. If your older child is approaching any major
Emilestones, like potty training or moving from a crib to a bed, you may want to make those
ichanges well in advance of your due date, or put them off until after the baby has been at

ihome for some time.

:Bringing the New Baby Home
iOnce the baby is home from the hospital th ere are some things you can do to help your older
Echild to adjust to all of the changes.

{It's a good idea to include your child as much as possible in the daily activities surrounding the

Ebaby, so that he or she doesn't feel left out. You may want to bri ng a small cot or bedding in
iyour room, for example, so that the older child can sleep with the rest of the family. (Be

icareful not to make the cot too comfy, though, because you'll want your child to eventually

ireturn to normal sleeping arrangements.)

iYour child may be willing to help take care of the baby. Though that "help" may mean that

ieach task takes longer, it can give your older child a chance to interact with the baby in a

Epositive way. Depending on your child's age, he or she may want to fold or fetch diapers, help
ipush the carriage, talk to the baby, or help dress, bathe, or burp the baby.

Elf your child expresses no interest in the baby, don't be alarmed, and don't force it. This may
{just take some time.

{It's a good idea to take advantage o f any opportunities for one -on-one time with your older
ichild. Spend some time together while the baby is sleeping. If possible, set aside some time

Eeach day for your older child to get one parent's undivided attention. If your child knows that

ithere is sp ecial time exclusively for him or her, it may help reduce any resentment or anger

iabout the new baby.

{You may also want to remind relatives and friends that your older child might want to talk

Eabout something other than the new baby.

:Dealing With Feeling s
:With all of the changes that a new baby in the house can bring, it is not uncommon for these
{older kids to misbehave as they struggle to adjust to all of these changes.

EEncourage your older child to talk about any angry or resentful feelings he or she may be
ihaving about the new baby. If your child cannot articulate his or her feelings, don't be
isurprised if he or she  acts out by knowingly breaking the rules or reverting to whining or

ispeaking in baby talk.

If your child misbehaves, don't bend the rul es, but understand what feelings may be

Emotivating that conduct. It may be a sign that your child needs more one -on-one time with
iyou. Let your child know that although his or her feelings are important, they have to be

iexpressed in appropriate ways. Kids Health for Parents

...........................................................................................................................................................................
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